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an observer would naturally seek there the name of some Red-headed

Woodpecker, Cedarbird, Redstart, or Flj-catching Warbler which had

attracted his or her attention.

The untitled portion following the field-key takes up in systematic

order (following the sequence of the A. O. U. Check-List) the species

mentioned in the key, and describes, somewhat in detail, but very

interestingly, their salient characteristics of habits, voice, etc. Several

statements in this portion of the work may, however be fairly questioned

while others require correction. Of Grebes, it is said (p. 86) that they

" are quite helpless on land. They can not even stand erect on their

toes . . . but when resting, support themselves on the whole length of

the foot or tarsus." Grebes, however, are not only able to stand erect on

their toes, and frequently do so, but walk also in this position. Plovers

are characterized as differing from Snipe in possessing " three instead

of four toes " ; a very erroneous diagnosis, since several genera of Plovers

possess a well-developed hallux while some Snipe have none ! Wood-
peckers are said (p. 136) to be " represented in all the wooded parts of

the world except Australia and Madagascar." They are quite wanting

also in New Guinea, New Zealand, and the whole of Polynesia, and a

recent high authority states that no species of the family is known to

have occurred in Egypt. Young Hummingbirds are likened to "a tangle

of tiny pink limbs and bodies" (p. 149). Are young Hummingbirds,

even when newly hatched, ever pink.-* Those that I have seen were very

dark-colored —a sort of livid gray or slate-color.

The particular points to which attention is called above are, of course,

comparatively trivial inaccuracies. Not so, however, the statement (on

page 2) that birds, like reptiles, have the heart three-chambered, since it

is well-known than in this respect birds agree with mammals (which have

a four-chambered heart) and not with reptiles.

These criticisms of 'Bird-Life' are not made in any captious spirit,

but to show that the book, like practically all others, is not wholly free

from faults. It may truthfully be said that 'Bird-Life ' is a book which

Avill prove most useful to those requiring the kind of information which it

professes to give, and which no other book supplies in so concise and

entertaining a form. The illustrations are, in the main, excellent, and of

course add greatly to both the utility and attractiveness of the volume.

—R. R.

Publications Received. —Barlow, C. The Story of the Farallones.

Chapman, Frank M. Bird-Life, a Guide to the Study of our Common
Birds. NewYork : D. Appleton & Co., 1897. Large i2mo, pp. xii -)- 270,

with 75 full-page plates and numerous text drawings. $1.75.

Cooke, W. W. The Birds of Colorado. (Bull. 37, State Agricultural

College, Fort Collins, Colorado.)

Dixon, Charles. The Migration of Birds : an Attempt to reduce avine

season-flight to law. Amended Edition. London : Horace Cox. Svo,

pp. XX -|- 426, with maps. 1897.



^"Ij^^^''*']
Recent Lileraturc. 339

Judd, S_ylvcstcr D. Methods in Economic Ornitliolocjy, ^vitil special

reference to the Cathird. (Am. Nat., May. 1897.)

Lane, Ambrose A. Field-Note.s on the P.irds of Cliiii. Willi an

Introduction and Remarks by P. L. Sclater. {Ibis, Jan., 1897.)

Lee, Oswin A. J. Amon<i^ British Birds in their Nesting Haunts.

Edinburgli: David Douglass. Folio, Parts 3 and 4, 1897.

Miller, Olive Thorne. Upon the Tree-Tops. Boston and New York :

Houghton, Mifflin is: Co. i6mo, pp.' xii-l-247, illustrated. 1897.

Morse, Albert Pitts. Birds of Wellesley and Vicinity, Mass. Published

by the Author: Wellesley, Mass. i6mo, pp. 56.

North, Albert J. A List of the Insectivorous Birds of New South

Wales. (Misc. Publ., No. 128, Depart, of Agriculture, Sidney, N. S. W.)

Norton, Arthur H. Sharp-tailed Sparrows of Maine. (Proc. Portland

Soc. Nat. Hist.,. II, pp. 97-102, 1S97.)

Richmond, Charles W. Catalogue of a Collection of Birds made by

Dr. W. L. Abbott in Madagascar, with Descriptions of three new Species.

(Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus. XIX, pp. 677-694, 1897.)

Salvadori, Tommaso. (i) Lista di Uccelli raccolti dal Dr. Muzioli nel

Tigrfe e donati al Museo Zoologico di Perugia. (Boll, dei Mus. di Zool. ed

Anat. comp. d. R. Univ. di Torino, XII, No. 287. April, 1897.) (2)

Viaggio del Dr. Alfredo Borelli nel Chaco boliviano e nella Republica

Argentina. {Ibid., No. 292, May, 1897.)

Souef, D. Le. Ascent of Mt. Peter Botte, North Queensland. (Victorian

Naturalist, March, April, 1S97.)

Suchetet, Andr^. Des Hvbrides a I'^tat sauvage. Tome I, Classe des

Oiseaux. Paris: J. B. Bailliere et Fils. Svo, pp. 1002, 1897.

Actes de la Soc. scient. du Chili. V, livr. 5, VI, livr. 2, 3.

American Journ. Sci., April-June, 1897.

American Naturalist, April-June, 1S97.

Australian Museum, Memoir III.

Annals of Scottish Nat. Hist., April, 1S97.

Birds, March-June, 1S97.

Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club, Nos. 43-45.

Bulletin of the Michigan Ornithological Club, I, No. 2, April, 1897.

Bulletin of the Wilson Orn. Chapt. Agassiz Assoc, Nos. 13, 14, March
and May, 1S97.

Canadian Record of Science, VII, No. 4, Oct., 1896.

Forest and Stream, XLVIII, Nos. 14-26, 1S97.

Iowa Ornithologist, III, No. 2, April, 1897.

Knowledge, April-June, 1897.

Medical Age, XV, Nos. 7-1 1, 1S97.

Naturalist, The, a Month. Journ. of Nat. Hist, for the North of England,

April-June, 1897.

Nidologist, The, April-May, 1897.

Oregon Naturalist, The, IV, Nos. 3-4, 1S97.

Ornithologisches Jahrbuch, VIII, Heft 2, 3, March-June, 1897.



340 Correspondence.
V]"^^

Ornithologische Monatsberichte, V, April-June, 1897.

Osprey, The, I, Nos. 6-7, April-June, 1S97.

Ottawa N.aturalist, X, No. 12, XI, Nos. i, 2, March-June, 1897.

Our Animal Friends, XXIV, Nos. 8-10, April-June, 1897.

Proceedings Academy of Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 1897, Part i.

Proceedings California Acad. Sci., 2d Ser., VI, 1896, 3d Ser., Zoologj',

I, Nos. 1-3, 1897, Geology, I, No. i, 1897.

Proceedings Indiana Acad. Sci., 1894, 1895.

Science (2) V, Nos. 1 15-130, 1897.

Shooting and Fishing, XXI, Nos. 23-26, XXII, Nos. i-io, 1897.

Transactions of the Nat. Hist. Soc. of Glasgow, IV, part 3, 1895-96.

Zoologist, The (4), Nos. 4-6, April-June, 1897.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The A. O. U. Check-List.

Editors of 'The Auk': —
Dear Sirs :— I have been much impressed with Dr. Coues's arraignment

of the arrangement of our present Check-List —having felt for some

time its deficiencies, but scarcely daring to hope for its improvement.

While, of course, aware of the real difficulties in the way and the clash of

opinions that must arise when the anchors are raised, I believe that there

is a call now not only for a rearrangement of the genera and species in

many places, but that, in some instances, this should extend to the

families —just possibly to an order or two.

With our present sequence of orders, many of the families, as they now
stand, express a propinquity or continuity of kinship that is not always

the sequence of the probable development ; and the question may arise in

some minds, which of these two relationships is the more important.

But in most cases the interests may both be as well or better expressed by

the newer arrangement. Thus in the Paludicolae, while the Rallidae are

certainly the lowest or nearest the Apteryx and the Podicipidse, yet in our

linear arrangement they are not contiguous to either of these groups ; but

since they precede the Limicolje, their high position in their own order

places them rightly as the next of kin to this order above. While this

may seem a rather ' natural ' gradation the position of the Jacanid^e in .

the Limicolse, viewed from either standpoint, seems preposterous, when
we recall how Ralline is its structure. If we had in our North American

birds any of the many connecting links that lie between the LimicolcC

and the Herodiones, the Jacanidse might be crowded away from the lower

edge of its order by the stronger claims of these ; but our presumption is

that our list expresses the best sequence of our own birds.


